Book reviews
Medical Virology by Frank Fenner and David 0 White pp xviii+390 illustrated $9.50 £4-45 New York & London: Academic Press 1970 The appearance of yet another textbook of medical virology reflects the rapid expansion of this subject in recent years. The current trend of publishing separate books on each of the various aspects of medical microbiology will be a cause of regretparticularly to impecunious students. It can, however, be justified on the grounds that there are considerable differences between virological and bacteriological disciplines. This is true not only of the nature of the two groups of organisms, but also of their pathogenesis and our current attitudes to therapy and prevention of the diseases they cause.
This new book is of partioular interest since its senior author is well known for his larger work 'The Biology of Animal Viruses'. Indeed, the particular value of this new book is that its first part is a shortened version of the latter volume and is an excellent general account of the nature of viruses and the diseases they cause. The second part is a series of chapters each dealing in a conventional manner with the major virus groups. The concluding chapter is purely clinical and deals with the etiology of the various viral syndromes. The whole is written with great clarity and with refreshing touches ofhumour. This is a book which can be strongly recommended to medical students, for it will provide them with a sound knowledge of the protean manifestations of virus infection, which range from the common cold to cancer. The objective of this book by a pathologist and a senior laboratory technician is to encourage wider use of rapid frozen sections in the diagnosis of surgical specimens. To achieve this the authors have produced what is essentially a colour atlas showing the histological appearances of a variety of conditions in cryostat sections. There is no claim to comprehensiveness; nevertheless the illustrations include quite a wide range of tissues and pathological conditions, indicative of the type of material likely to be submitted to the laboratory for frozen section diagnosis. Indeed the large number of colour plates, which are the dominant feature of the book, are taken from frozen sections actually prepared for rapid diagnosis. The generally excellent colour reproduction faithfully reflects the microscopic appearances of unfixed cryostat sections with all their imperfections and variations in quality. Although the primary purpose is to show what cryostat sections look like, in one or two instances illustrations of paraffin sections prepared from the same material would have been valuable for comparison.
There is an introductory essay on the value of the method and the procedure adopted at the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, where the service has been in operation for twenty years. This is followed by a section on the technical aspects.
The book is intended for pathologists (or surgeons) unfamiliar with the interpretation of frozen sections, and to these it should prove a useful introduction. It is not to be supposed that diagnostic skill can be acquired otherwise than by experience, whatever method is used for the preparation of histological sections.
A G STANSFELD

Infection in Hospital
This very short how-to-do-it book is a revised version of a code of practice prepared for the Northern Ireland Hospital Authority. Of the eight authors three are medical administrators and five are microbiologists. Part I, The Health of Hospital Staff, contains sound recommendations on pre-employment medical examination, and on immunization ofvarious classes of hospital staff. It is difficult to understand why only ambulance drivers are asked to sign a certificate if they refuse smallpox vaccination.
Part II concerns the management and disposal of patients with infectious diseases, of which 27 are listed alphabetically; 14 others, for which no special action is needed, are mentioned. One of the commonest problems of infection-control in hospitals is deciding whether to isolate patients with staphylococcal diseases, ranging from pimples to fulminating pneumonia and grossly septic wounds, and due to organisms ranging from those with full antibiotic sensitivity to those showing multiple resistance. There is no advice on this problem.
In Part III, entitled Hospital Environmental Infection, there are sections on subjects generally considered under other headings, such as methods of keeping wound-sepsis records, and the use of antibiotics. Many would not agree with the unqualified statement that cloxacillin is less effective than methicillin.
The important paragraphs on precautions in the collection of specimens may be overlooked by ward and departmental stafffor whom they are intendedbecause they are tucked away at the end of Part IV, which is an excellent section on precautions in the laboratory, autopsy room, and animal house.
For a control of infection committee preparing its own code of practice, this book will be useful in indicating the subjects on which guidance should be given. But some committees may hesitate to distribute the book itself because so many of the recommendations differ from generally approved practice. The book is written in loose and unstylish English which is irritating to read and is sometimes ambiguous. ROBERT This book records the proceedings of two 'workshop' conferences, one dealing with the chemistry of human gonadotrophins and the other with the development of the ovary in infancy, held in Birmingham in 1969. The participants were all specialists in these two fields, a number having taken part in both meetings, and the book is therefore strictly for experts.
There are ten papers in the section on the chemistry of gonadotrophins, together with a valuable summary of the general discussion. A number of fascinating features emergesuch as the separation of biologically and immunologically active properties by various treatments, and the daily output by adult males of FSH (between 20 and 50 i.u. [2nd IRP-HMGDbut the main value lies in the wealth oftechnical detail here provided.
The section on ovarian development is divided into three parts: normal development (five papers}; gonadotrophins and development (ten papers); and interactions between the hypothalamus, the hypophysis and the ovary (five papers). As Hannah Peters remarks in the introduction to this section, the dictum that nothing happens in the ovary during infancy has become obsolete, and reports of electron microscope studies add greatly to the understanding of some of these developmental processes. The relevance of hormones to these processes, the evolution of ovarian hormone production and of feedback effects are further subjects described. Apart from defining what is already known, the meeting served a valuable purpose in formulating questions to be explored for the further understanding of ovarian development and its hormone interrelations.
The editors are to be congratulated on the standards of academic excellence maintained in this volume.
G I M SWYER There is, first, a long section on schizophrenia, a disease not precisely described. The results of much arduous investigation of family histories are summarized and well documented accounts are given of evidence in favour of the alternative hypotheses' of single gene or polygenic inheritance. When a disease cannot be clearly defined, it is not surprising if its genetics are confusing. The section on manic depressive psychosis, which follows, contains some solid statistical material. We move on to firmer ground with the discussion on presenile dementias, including Huntington's and Pick's diseases. After this there is an interesting account of genetics in epilepsy. Familial investigations on the neuroses and personality deviations, such as criminality and homosexuality, are treated in some detail but little concrete genetic information is recorded.
All the rest of the book is concerned with the genetics of intelligence variations and of diseases which cause mental subnormality. A large selection of biochemical and cytogenetical errors is
